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country, which they would like to put "at the head of the destinies of the uni- 
verse." On page 176 the assurance is given by the distinguished author (a 
soldier, a soldier's son, and grandson of the late Dom Pedro, the exiled emperor) 
that Chile's army is superb, and that if the hour arrives when the sword shall 
be unsheathed — his expression indicating a belief that such an hour will come — 
the Chilean army will astonish the world. He cannot give conclusions derived 
from his own personal observation of present conditions in Brazil, for the reason 
that the government authorities at Rio, Santos, and Corumba did not permit him 
to set foot on Brazilian soil; and there is little or no justification for the sub- 
title, which conveys an impression that the author describes all the countries 
named. But Brazil's past and future interest the prince intensely. The opinion 
is expressed quite frankly in the second chapter that Argentina, Brazil, and 
Chile should unite in an effort to form a "bloc" which, whenever occasion arises, 
might be placed in opposition to the United States. His ideal, as a native of 
Brazil, is virtually the displacement of the preponderance of the United States 
through the creation in the New World of the balance of power so familiar to 
statesmen of the Old World. He fancies that the three great South American 
countries, acting as one, might put an end to the Anglo-Saxon peril, guaranteeing 
the territorial integrity of the weaker republics, and establishing, as the Monroe 
doctrine's corollary, the exclamatory and somewhat menacing declaration: "South 
America for the South Americans !" One of his main purposes, when entering 
upon his journey under the Southern Cross, was, not to surrender his own 
dreams, but to labor (and to wait, probably) for their realization. 

ASIA 

A Modern Pilgrim in Mecca and a Siege in Sanaa. By A. J. B. 

Wavell. ix and 349 pp. Map, ills. Constable & Co., Ltd., London, 191 2. 
10s. 6d. &'/i x 6. 

Part I, deals with a visit to Mecca and Medina. The author says that "no 
professing Christian has set foot in either Mecca or Medina since the time of 
the Prophet," and that "the Europeans who are known to have been to Mecca 
during the past zoo years number rather more than a dozen, and of these, four, 
including the writer, have been Englishmen. The visitors to Medina have been 
fewer still." Mr. Wavell, traveling in disguise and at the risk of his life if 
discovered, made the journey to these two places during the pilgrimage season 
when thousands of pilgrims had assembled. Even near the caravan route from 
Medina to Mecca is an unexplored region which offers a field to the pioneer 
explorer. 

Part II, deals with the author's experiences in Yemen, the mountainous coun- 
try in southwestern Arabia. He was in Sanaa, the capital of Yemen, during 
the siege of the city by the Arabs in January 1911, when the Imam endeavored 
to drive the Turks from Yemen. Attempting to pursue his journey, Mr. Wavell 
was captured by Turkish troops as he was escaping from Sanaa, and turned 
back from his proposed line of travel. 

The author points out another region awaiting exploration — the highland 
country lying to the north of the Hodeida-Sanaa road, of which he writes, "we 
know next to nothing. The whole country is rich in relics of the Sabaean and 
Himyaritic civilizations." 

The descriptions of the people and the country through which the author 
traveled give the book geographical value. Wilbur Greeley Burroughs. 

Une Colonie Modele la Birmanie sous le Regime Britannique. Par 

Joseph Dautremer. 300 pp. Map, ills., index. E. Guilmoto, Paris. Frs. 6. 

9x6. 

Sundry blue books are sufficient evidence that the British administration of 
Burma has not been an unqualified success. Probably the shortcomings of ad- 
ministrators are not so great as they are made to appear by members of the 
opposition when questions are asked in Parliament, but so long as the dacoit 



